FACTS ABOUT HOMELESSNESS

Overview of Individual Homelessness in Massachusetts
· According to research conducted by the University of Massachusetts' Center on Social Policy, an estimated 28,000 unaccompanied individuals stay in emergency shelter in a given year. 

· In 2003, the average age of shelter guests was 41 years. 

· 9% of those served were youth (between the ages of 18 and 24 yrs). 

· But it was elders who represented one of the fastest growing population, representing 14% of the emergency shelter population in 2003; up from 8% in 1999. 

· Surprisingly, 70% of the shelter guests in 2003 had high school educations or higher. 

· A significant portion of the population was working but their average income of was only $970/month. 

· Approximately 25% were struggling with mental health issues, and 30% with substance abuse. 

***************************************************************************
Overview of Family Homelessness in Massachusetts
· 52% of people who are homeless in Massachusetts during a year are actually parents and children --much higher than the national average. 

· In October 2006, more than 1,400 families were staying in the state’s emergency shelter system each night. This included nearly 3,000 children --- half of whom were school age and half of whom were preschoolers. 

· Given these numbers the Coalition estimates that more than 3,000 families will be sheltered in state funded shelter during the course of the year. 

· Unlike the common myths about homeless families, these are not young or large families. 

· The average age for the head of household is 31 years and the average family size consisted of a mom and 2 children. 

· 54% of the parents had at least a high school degree/GED or higher. 

· These families were very low income – the average income for all families was only $573/month 

· Working families faired better, but still were subsisting on only $1,232/month. 

· In FY 2006, families remained in shelter, on average, for 6 months before finding permanent housing. In FY 2007, we expect that the length of stay will increase for many families, with the loss of affordable housing resources. 

Families denied shelter by DTA have few, if any, options for a safe place to stay
There are NO provisions for ensuring the safety of the family if shelter is denied.
Statewide, there are fewer than 60 privately funded family shelter slots for families who are ineligible for Emergency Assistance. They are constantly full. 

The families denied shelter by DTA often end up staying in unsafe conditions, sleeping in cars, going back to abusive relationships, or splitting up the family so the children have a place to stay.

Types of Family Shelters

Domestic Violence Shelters
Population Served 

• Individual women and families who are "fleeing" an abusive partner 

• Most shelter will not accept families with male children over 13 years of age 

Services Provided
• Most domestic violence shelters have a 90 day time limit on the length of time a family can  

  remain in the shelter 

• Most shelters provide a range of services including counseling and advocacy 

Funding
• Mostly paid for by the Department of Social Services 

• Private donations and grants 

Eligibility Requirements
• Requirements are set by each shelter but virtually all of the domestic violence shelters require 
  that a woman must be fleeing an abusive partner and in need of a "safe" house 

• Person can self refer 

• First come, first served (shelters are often full) 

Family Shelters
Population Served 

• Primary shelter option for families with children under 21 years of age 

• Pregnant women (at any stage of pregnancy) 

• Two parent families and male headed households

• Families with older male children under 21 years 

Services Provided
• A variety of settings are used -- congregate shelter, scatter site apartments and motels (if 
  needed to meet the need) 

• Services vary by type of shelter and shelter resources but housing search is always a   

  component 

• There are no time limits on Emergency Assistance shelter 

Funding
• Mostly paid for by the Department of Transitional Assistance through the Emergency Assistance 
  program 

• Private donations 

Eligibility Requirements
• Most require a referral from the Department of Transitional Assistance. Families must qualify for 
  Emergency Assistance (EA) in order to get in. 

• Shelter is an entitlement for hose who qualify for Emergency Assistance 

• There are only 40 spaces statewide for families who do not qualify for Emergency Assistance. 

Family Substance Abuse Shelters
Serve parents with substance abuse issues
Teen Living Programs
Serve pregnant and parent teens on TAFDC
Adolescent Shelters
Mainly serve DYS referred adolescents
*******************************************************************************
Until we change the underlying economics we will never solve homelessness.
Thousands of households in this state have insufficient incomes to meet their housing and other basic needs.

MA remains the 3rd most unaffordable state in the nation (NLIHC-2005).

In order to afford the fair market rent for a 2 Bedroom unit ($1,138) someone would need to earn nearly $22/hour and work full-time at 40 hours/week (NLIHC- 2005)- a far cry from minimum wage.  

Not surprisingly, there are over 100,000 people on the waiting list for the federal section 8 program and more than that number on the MA public housing waiting lists. 

What can be done to stem the tide of homelessness?

First and foremost, housing is the answer:
• Affordable housing must be created and new resources targeted to those in greatest   

  need.

• Increases must be made to the MA rental subsidy program (MRVP), This program 
  provides deep rental subsidies targeted to households at or below 200% of the federal 
  poverty line.

• Affordable housing resources must be protected- recent years have seen the 
  destruction of major housing complexes coupled with the expiration of subsidized 
  apartments.

• Public Housing resources must be preserved and improved to maintain safety.

Second, we must do more to prevent homelessness and help people sustain their current housing:

• Prevention services must be integrated into existing programs and services within 

  communities so that people can access services easily and seamlessly.
• Expand emergency cash assistance programs- a new program has been developed – 

  Residential Assistance to Families in Transition (RAFT), that helps families avoid 

  homelessness by paying off arrearages.

Third, we need to protect and improve existing income support programs that help families and individuals who are facing difficulty- programs such as Transitional Assistance to Families with Dependent Children (TAFDC) and Emergency Aid to the Elderly, Disabled and Children programs (EAEDC). 

Finally, we need real jobs at real livable wages- jobs that pay the $22/hour or more needed to afford market rate housing.
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